Fisheries Newsletter
Update from your local area Fisheries team

February 2020

Throughout 2019 your local fisheries team continued to respond
to the challenge of environmental drought and the high number of
incidents this has caused. Despite this the team has continued to
deliver projects throughout the area to improve fisheries and
angling. The team has continued to expand and last year we
welcomed two new team members.

Herts and North London
Fisheries Team Update
2019 was a year of expansion for the
Hertfordshire and North London Fisheries Team
with new roles and new members joining the
team. George Horne who was the long-time
Fisheries Technical Officer for the Lea Catchment
moved into the role of Fisheries and Biodiversity
Technical Specialist. George's new role focuses
on the environmental side of the proposed
Heathrow Airport expansion. Rick Boulding who
had last year joined the team as an Assistant
Fisheries Officer has now taken over the position
of Fisheries Technical Officer for the Lea
Catchment, whilst Lewis Thomas remains
Fisheries Technical Officer for the Colne
Catchment and David Johnson remains the
Fisheries Technical Officer for the Roding, Beam,
Ingrebourne, Brent and Crane Catchments.
Martin Van Heerden joined us from the Sampling
and Collection Team to fill the position of
Assistant Fisheries Officer. The team also
welcomed Sam Sibley, Sam joined us as a
second Assistant Fisheries Officer with his role
focussing on supporting the team's response to
the prolonged dry weather across the area.
Neill Scrimgeour who was about to join the team
at last publication is now a familiar face to most
as the Fisheries Enforcement Officer in the west
of our area whilst Darren Wakenell continues as
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the Fisheries Enforcement Officer for the east.
Phil Belfield and Adrian Brightley continued in
their roles as Fisheries Technical Specialists as
did Richard Tyner as Fisheries Team Leader.

Assistant Fisheries Officer Martin Van
Heerden

Stocking Report 2019
In November the Fisheries Team stocked 9000
fish across five sites in the Hertfordshire and
North London area with fish from the Environment
Agency’s Calverton fish farm. The River Beane
received Roach and Chub at the recently created
bypass channel within the Woodhall Estate. The
River Lea near Hertford was stocked with roach,

Page 1

chub and barbel, whilst the Colne at Springwell
Lane received barbel, chub, roach and dace to
improve angling opportunities. Harefield Pit 2
received tench, common bream, roach and rudd
to support Harrow Angling Society’s restocking
program following a fish kill in 2017. Finally
crucian carp were stocked into a recently
established fishery at Thames Water’s Riverside
Sewage Treatment Works in Rainham as part of
the National Crucian Conservation Project.

establish a crucian carp fishery for your club and
have a water free of common carp and goldfish
contact your local fisheries officer. More
information on the National Crucian Conservation
Project can be found on the Angling Trust
website.

Crucian carp from one of the areas ark sites

Incident Response
Roundup
One of the 500 chub stocked into the River
Lea

Bringing Back Crucian Carp
For a number of years now the Fisheries Team
have been working to deliver the goals of the
National Crucian Conservation Project. Crucian
carp have been in decline nationally due to the
impacts of interbreeding and hybridising with
common carp and goldfish in our stillwater
fisheries. In our area we have established ark
sites for crucian carp by introducing genetically
pure crucians bred at the Environment Agency's
fish farm in Calverton to stillwaters in our area
known to be free of common carp and goldfish.
Following stock assessment of one of these ark
sites in March last year we are now in a position
to start cropping crucian carp in our area to
establish further sites. If you would like to
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To improve our ability to respond to incidents in
2019 the area Fisheries Team purchased several
new aerators and generators that were added to
our existing supply, the team also received a new
van allowing us to move more kit around the area
and improve our response time, whilst a new
water quality probe allows us to gather
environmental readings on site more effectively.
This year for the first time we were also able to
make some of our Fisheries Improvement
Program funding available to clubs to purchase
their own aeration.
In 2019 the Fisheries Team responded to 221
incidents across the Hertfordshire and North
London area. Incidents included illegal fishing,
disease related mortalities, algal bloom related
oxygen crashes, suspected pollution and low
flows or dry rivers. The teams’ level of response
ranged from offering advice to clubs over the
phone to multiple day operations involving
numerous staff undertaking fish rescues.

Page 2

Significant incidents included a number of
outbreaks of Koi Herpes Virus and fish rescues
from drying sections of the rivers Ver, Misbourne
and Mimram. A fish kill on the Lee Navigation
following a warehouse fire in London led to the
Area Incident Room being opened with fisheries
staff working fifty hours over four days alongside
Environment Officers from the Environment
Management team.

taken quickly to protect fish populations. As the
situation can change rapidly we have also talked
to fisheries as well as local residents at high risk
areas so that we can be informed as soon as
conditions deteriorate. Dynamic fish rescue plans
have been developed for the sections of rivers we
perceive to be most at risk so we are able to
respond quickly to rescue fish stranded in areas
at risk of drying out. These plans were put into
action three times in 2019 allowing us to move
and save fish on the rivers Ver, Misbourne and
Mimram.

Aeration equipment available for deployment
across our area.
Don’t forget to contact us via our environmental
incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60. Things to
report include: dead or distressed fish, reports of
non-native fish species, pollution, and illegal
fishing. More information at
https://www.gov.uk/report-an-environmentalincident

Environmental Drought

Fish rescue on the River Mimram

The combination of a drier than average 3 years,
high water consumption and climate change
means that our environment is suffering. As a
result, the Environment Agency’s Hertfordshire
and North London area is suffering from an
Environmental Drought.

On the River Mimram the fisheries officer had
established good contacts with the residents of
Welwyn Village. This meant that when the river
was at risk of drying out at Singlers Marsh we
were able to rapidly respond to save the resident
fish population. With a fish rescue plan already in
place the team spent a week moving fish from
Singlers Marsh and other at risk reaches on the
river to a stretch of the Mimram downstream at
Tewinbury. As a result 46 brown trout were
saved.

In response to the current situation the Fisheries
Team have established a monitoring and
communication network across our area.
Fisheries officers are undertaking regular
walkovers of across our area monitoring flows
and water levels risk areas so that action can be
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For more information on Hertfordshire's
Environmental Drought check out the Creating
Better Places blog.
Since the blog was published in October 2019,
the Hertfordshire and North London Area has
received higher than average rainfall for the
winter period so far. As a result, groundwater
levels have risen at all 9 of our indicator sites.
The recent rainfall has been very welcome, but
there is still some way to go before the system
builds resilience against further dry weather.

Koi Herpes Virus Protecting Your Fishery
In 2019 there were a number of new outbreaks of
Koi Herpes Virus (KHV) in our area. Koi Herpes
Virus outbreaks occur in summer during warmer
water temperatures and can cause 20% to 100%
mortality.

prevention measures we recommend are also
general best practice for managing a fishery and
providing a good angling experience. If you would
like to introduce these measures, contact your
local fisheries officer who can provide you with a
factsheet and organise a site visit to assess and
recommend measures for your fishery.
If you do suspect an outbreak of KHV it is
important you let the Environment Agency know
as soon as possible. You should report this via
the environmental incident hotline 0800 80 70 60.
Once reported fisheries officers will be able to
confirm the presence of KHV by taking a sample
of fish for analysis at the National Fish Lab. If
KHV is not the cause of fish mortality we will be
able to work with you to identify the actual cause
and help develop a solution. If the worst happens
and KHV is confirmed we will work with you to
develop a plan to improve your fishery, reduce
stress and reduce the likelihood of future
outbreaks. There is no reason why a fishery with
KHV cannot be ran as a successful angling venue
and we will work with you to ensure the best
possible outcome for your fishery.
It is important to note we do not shutdown
fisheries that have KHV, the Fish Health
Inspectorate will put conditions in place to prevent
the spread of the disease, these usually include
having net dips on site, not moving fish and
ensuring signage is in place to make anglers
aware of their responsibility. The Environment
Agency will treat any suspected outbreak as
confidential information until a confirmed
designation is put in place by the Fish Health
Inspectorate. Remember the sooner we know the
sooner we can help!

Climate Resilience at Syon
Park
Gill necrosis one sign of KHV but can be
caused by a number of diseases or
environmental impacts. Virology testing in a
lab is required to confirm an outbreak of KHV
There is no cure for KHV so prevention is the
best measure. It is important to note that the

www.gov.uk/environment-agency

Warmer water temperatures are a potential threat
to stillwater trout fisheries and last year Syon
Park in Twickenham has taken proactive
measures to reduce the impacts on their fishery
whilst improving the wider environment. During
the annual drain down of the fishery last summer,
the fisheries managers at Syon Park took the
opportunity to create new deep pools in the lake
to provide cooler refuge areas for their trout. The
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spoil was put to good use by creating new islands
and marginal wetland areas in the lake that once
vegetated will create shaded overhangs as well
as habitat for invertebrates that will increase food
availability for trout. The work was part funded
with a £5000 contribution from the Fisheries
Improvement Program.

Floating wetland installed at Cargill

Grand Union Canal
Reedbed Creation

Construction of new island at Syon Park
fishery

Cargill Floating Wetland
As part of the Fisheries Improvement Program
this year the Fisheries Team provided funding for
Blenheim Angling Society to improve habitat at
Cargill. With a £4000 contribution from the
Fisheries Improvement Program, Blenheim
Angling Society was able to create an impressive
floating wetland area at the 11 acre lake. Installed
by environmental contractors Aquamaintain the
new floating wetland provides valuable habitat for
fish and wildlife, refuge for fish from predation
and an increased in invertebrate prey. In addition
the new floating wetland helps to improve water
quality as the plants and their root systems help
remove excess nutrients from the lake.

In April the Fisheries team worked with partners
to create new reedbeds on the Grand Union
Canal. We provided £10,000 of Fisheries
Improvement Program funding for Thames21 to
deliver the project on the Grand Union Canal at
Maple Lodge. As well as funding the project, the
team were on hand to get stuck in helping to plant
the new reedbed. The Grand Union Canal is
known to be heavily impacted by predation and
the creation of new marginal reedbed will create
refuge for fish as well as valuable wildlife habitat
and water quality benefits. Around 60 m of
reedbed habitat have now been created and will
be managed by volunteers whose training was
funded as part of the project.

The team and volunteers planted 60 m of
reedbed habitat
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Fisheries Improvement
Program Funding
The Fisheries Improvement Program is a
proportion of the revenue from rod licence sales
made available to area fisheries teams to deliver
projects to improve fisheries. Project priorities for
2020 are;
•

Coarse, trout and eel habitat and passage:
these are the key constraints for good fish
populations, addressing them will result in
more sustainable stocks and improved river
connectivity.

•

Angling access and facilities: platforms, pegs
and pathways for rivers and stillwaters.
Ensuring the needs of less able bodied
anglers are considered. Especially developing
community and urban fisheries.

of our boats to allow access to deeper sections of
the navigation that would otherwise have been
inaccessible. The newly planted lilies will provide
refuge for juvenile fish as well as benefiting the
wildlife of the Lee Navigation and creating a more
attractive setting for the club to fish.

•

Increasing fisheries resilience: reduce the
impact on fish and fisheries of the prolonged
period of dry weather. Also helping smaller
clubs to help themselves through providing
equipment and materials for small scale
works.
All the projects we fund must demonstrate
benefits for anglers and those we work with need
to provide evidence of additional funds secured or
'in-kind' volunteer support.
If your club or fishery has a project idea that could
benefit from Fisheries Improvement Program you
can apply by contacting your local fisheries officer
or you can now also apply online at
https://grants.anglingtrust.net/.
For more information on the Fisheries
Improvement Program and how your rod licence
money is spent check out the Creating a Better
Place blog.

Lee Navigation Lily Planting
In August the Fisheries team were on hand to
assist the River Lee Angling Club with their
project to plant lilies on the Lee Navigation. River
Lee Angling Club received funding from Tesco
Bags of Help to plant lilies in the navigation
upstream of Picketts Lock. The Fisheries team
was able to assist by providing and crewing one
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The team assisted the lily planting by
providing a boat and crew

Building Bridges in the
Colne Valley
In November Fisheries Enforcement Officer Neil
Scrimgeour alongside the Angling Trust Volunteer
Bailiff Scheme, Angling Trust Building Bridges
Project, Metropolitan Police and Hertfordshire
Police Rural Operation Support Team me with
Colne Valley Fisheries Consultative and club
representatives from Blenheim, Uxbridge Rovers,
Gerrards Cross, North Harrow Waltonians as well
as the Community Connections Projects CIC in
Harefield.
The meeting focused on some of the key fisheries
issues in the area, with discussion around
integration of migrant anglers, combating illegal
fishing and the reporting of fisheries incidents.
The meeting provided a useful information
exchange for all involved with outcomes including
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providing multilingual signage to clubs as well as
the translation of club rules into migrant
languages by the Building Bridges project.

you may wish to introduce in the future and any
conditions that need to be in place before you can
do so. The majority of fisheries in our area
already have a Site Permit in place, if your fishery
still requires a Site Permit you can find the
application form on the government website here.

Building Bridges meeting with partners and
stakeholders from across the Colne Valley.

Site Permits - What they are
and why you need one
The Keeping and Introduction of Fish (England
and River Esk Catchment Area) Regulations
2015 (KIF) came into effect five years ago and
replaced Section 30 of the Salmon and
Freshwater Fish Act 1975 and sections of the
Import of Live Fish Act 1980. The KIF regulations
were introduced to streamline the process for
stocking fish.
With the exception of fully enclosed ornamental
ponds under 0.4 ha, under the KIF regulations it
is an offence without a permit for any person to
introduce fish into inland waters, have in their
possession fish for the purposes of their
introduction into inland waters, or cause or allow
any other person to introduce fish into inland
waters. Keeping fish unless in accordance with a
permit is also an offense.

How to Contact Us

For your fishery you will require a Site Permit.
You will require a Site Permit in place before you
can introduce fish to a fishery or keep non-native
fish for example Wels catfish. Fortunately the
application process is straight forward and simply
involves filling in a form that should take around
half an hour to complete and once your Site
Permit is issued it is permanent and does not
need to be renewed unless the situation at your
fishery changes.

If you would like to contact us regarding our work
with fisheries in the Hertfordshire and North
London area, or would like to contact your local
Fisheries Officer for advice on managing your
fishery, you can do so by contacting the National
Customer Contact Centre.

The Site Permit you are issued based on the
information you provide will list all the waters on
your site, the fish they contain, any fish species

Tel: 03708 506 506
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National Customer Contact Centre
PO Box 544
Rotherham
S60 1BY
Email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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